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tions. Son of the scholarly, far-seeing statesman, Minister von Fritsch, of the Electorate of Saxony, excellently prepared for the administrative service by Count von Bunau, vice-regent in Eisenach, a close acquaintance of Winckel-mann, at that time the Count's librarian in Nothnitz, he had early attracted the attention of the Duchess, and gradually became her most faithful and valued councillor. At the same time his personality was by no means agreeable to princes. In a letter to Karl August he himself confessed that he had too much roughness in his manners, too much seriousness, often bordering on moroseness, too much inflexibility, and too little consideration for prevalent tastes, to be able to make a pleasing impression at Court. This self-characterisation is confirmed by Goethe, who says of him that he had nothing easy or refined in his manners and was apparently harsh and stiff. Goethe adds " apparently" advisedly, for, in reality, this man had a tender heart which he often manifested in a way that did him great honour. He was further noted for a lively interest in education, a clear understanding, unwavering love of truth, honour, unselfishness, and industry, and an exactness in the performance of his duties that bordered on pedantry. For the sake of such virtues Amalia and Karl August were willing to overlook the corners and edges of his nature; for they were obliged to admit that the peculiarities of the man which were unpleasant to them were most closely related to his agreeable qualities.
A more cheerful figure at the Weimar Court was the chamberlain, Hildebrand von Einsiedel, who by his great cordiality won the nickname of "Tami," and was an indispensable member of the social circle. He composed neat pasquinades and operettas, was an actor, a musician, a master at billiards, loved cards, and was ready for any merry prank. He was proverbially absent-minded, and over his music would forget any engagement or invitation. But back of these brilliant social qualities there was a sterling character, which was early appreciated, as is shown by his appointment as associate justice of the Superior Court